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Warm and welcoming…       
 that is what we want for our parish and YOU can be part of 

that effort. We are looking for families who would be willing to wel-

come fellow parishioners and guests at our Christmas Eve and Christ-

mas Day liturgies at the SW site. We would want you here 30 minutes 

before the service to greet and a few minutes afterward to pass out 

candy canes as people leave. For your efforts, you would receive 

one reserved pew up front at that liturgy. Be that friendly face! Call 

Laura at 952.758.5131 to volunteer yourself or your family. 

 

Spirit of Christmas Night ~       

 Bring your family and join us on our spe-

cial night. Families are encouraged to come 

and join their children as we  watch a family 

movie in the PAC on Wednesday, December 

12. We will have treats, socializing, and a great 

movie from 6:15-7. At 7pm, 1st and 8th grade 

children from Wednesday night Disciples of 

Christ will be performing the Nativity Pageant 

under the direction of Stef Tupy. All are invited 

to join us! Questions? Contact Laura at 952.758.5131.   

 On the 12th, at 7 pm, WCC children will be practicing at St. 

John’s for their pageant/Mass on December 19. See bulletin, or con-

tact MaryCarol Wolf for more information. 

 

Catechist Appreciation      
 I’m still looking for some people who would be willing 

to take this on. It is for our catechists grades 1-12. Talk with 

your friends and do it as a team. It will be fun and very much 

appreciated!       

 The event is Wednesday, January 2. There is no class that night 

so we can pamper our wonderful catechists… Thoughts? Ideas? Vol-

unteers? Help us let them know how much we appreciate all they do 

for our children!  

 

1st and 8th grade children ~ Wednesday DOC ~ SW site 

  Practice for your pageant begins this week after Gathering 

time. Next week, our 1&8 grade children will go directly to church to 

practice.  This is such a beautiful tradition given to us by our children. 



Reminder:             

 Knights of Columbus Poster Contest entries are due by Friday, December 7. Entry 

forms and rules can be picked up in the Faith Formation Office. Put your little artist to work! 

Summer + Disciples of Christ         

 It was wonderful to have our summer kids back on campus on Sunday… gone were 

the shorts and t-shirts, but still present was the enthusiasm and energy. Thanks to parents for 

braving the weather and bringing them to us again for their Advent lesson. Thanks also to 

our fantastic catechists who planned a great morning for our kids! 

The feast of the Immaculate Conception—December 8  

 The Feast of the Immaculate Conception is the subject of a lot of misconceptions 

(no pun intended ). Perhaps the most common one, held even by many Catholics, is that it 

celebrates the conception of Christ in the womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary. That the feast 

occurs only 17 days before Christmas should make the error obvious! We celebrate another 

feast—the Annunciation of the Lord—on March 25, exactly nine months before Christmas. It 

was at the Annunciation, when the Blessed Virgin Mary humbly accepted the honor be-

stowed on her by God and announced by the angel Gabriel, that the conception of Christ 

took place. So what do we celebrate with this feast?  The Immaculate Conception means 

that Mary, whose conception was brought about the normal way, was conceived without 

original sin or its stain—that’s what "immaculate" means: without stain.   

 When discussing the Immaculate Conception, a reference 

may be found in the angel’s greeting to Mary. The angel Gabriel 

said, "Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you" (Luke 1:28). The phrase 

"full of grace" is a translation of the Greek word kecharitomene. It  

expresses a characteristic quality of Mary.     

 The words would lead us to believe that the grace Mary en-

joyed was not a result of the angel’s visit. In fact, Catholics hold, it 

extended over the whole of her life, from conception onward. She 

was in a state of sanctifying grace from the first moment of her exis-

tence.   

 8th grade on a church scav-

enger hunt with leaders;      

Angie and Nate Sticha 
Marisa Woitas and Lance Voss 

working with our second graders 

on Reconciliation. 

http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/Christmas.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/Annunciation.htm
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